
 

700th Anniversary of Tenochtitlan Celebrated 

Sounds that evoked traditional Mexican music, but with a touch of contemporaneity, stood 
out in the program with which the Mexico City Philharmonic Orchestra commemorated the 
700th anniversary of the founding of Mexico-Tenochtitlan this weekend. The pieces were 
by composers Enrico Chapela and Cristóbal Maryán. 

The recital, under the baton of Eduardo García Barrios, began with the work Chinampa y 
trajinera by Enrico Chapela, who in this piece evoked traditional Mexican music through 
the Chiapanecan marimba, the Jarocho harp, the Huastecan trio, and the Jaliscan mariachi. 

Attendees could identify this Mexican musical tradition, but intermingled with 
contemporary sounds. For example, the mariachi was evoked through the violins. 

The composer, who was present at yesterday's final recital, was given a standing ovation by 
the audience. Some people approached him to ask for autographs at the Silvestre Revueltas 
Hall of the Ollin Yoliztli Center. 

Subsequently, Codex Mexica: Passion by Cristóbal Maryán was performed. First, a text 
was projected; however, the typography used prevented attendees from reading the writing. 

Then, as the orchestra performed Cristóbal Maryán's piece, animations were projected that 
represented everything from the founding of Tenochtitlan to the fall of the capital of the 
Mexica Empire. The pre-Hispanic iconography in the visual presentation was noteworthy. 

The work was also characterized by including sonorities inspired by son huasteco and son 
jarocho, as well as moments where orchestra members could be heard whispering, 
speaking, and singing. In this way, the piece, which the composer defined as a "symphonic 
codex," brought together tradition and a novel approach. 

At the end of the work, the audience also gave a flood of applause to the composer, whose 
works have been performed by groups such as the Orchestra of the Americas and the New 
York City String Orchestra, among others. 

The commemorative recital closed with the piece Pictures at an Exhibition (orchestrated by 
Maurice Ravel) by Modest Mussorgsky, with which it seemed that the conductor Eduardo 
García Barrios was painting a picture with music, as the piece is inspired by the works of 
the Russian sculptor, architect, and painter Viktor Hartmann. 

Adriana Góchez 17/02/2025 

 https://www.razon.com.mx/cultura/2025/02/17/celebran-los-700-anos-de 
tenochtitlan/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMBqKBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHvdOgpCZLmxN3mVeGm5IV9Dgwb3nz_z
Saq2fM5w4JaIr2pLHJ_czoTym2Qw_aem_-E7HmXsFKcY9sddPI77SZg 


